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USE: IMMEDIATE

LOCHABER SEEKS FUNDING CHAMPIONS

Within the new few months, a new tranche of EU LEADER funding will become available to help community groups and social enterprises develop plans and projects throughout Highland.  
The Lochaber Partnership, the local community planning partnership for Lochaber, is now looking for local groups to come forward to sit on a Local Action Group which will assess applications for LEADER funding in the area.

Representatives from a wide variety of interest groups are being sought to reflect the areas being supported with LEADER funding, namely Development Planning and community capacity building; Culture and Heritage; Training and learning opportunities; Access to activities, facilities and services; Land, environment and access; Renewables; Tourism; Social enterprise and micro businesses.  These areas support the two main Highland LEADER themes of “Revitalising Communities” and a “Progressive Rural Economy”.  
Lochaber Partnership Chairman, Laurence Young said: “This is a tremendous opportunity for local community groups to help deliver funding directly in to their communities.  Those wishing to take part should currently have active involvement in and knowledge of at least one of the areas being supported and be able to commit a few hours per month on a voluntary basis to assessing applications and helping to develop the LEADER group locally. 
“The availability of this funding will be a huge boost to the area and every opportunity must be taken to maximise its value”.

Any group wishing to express an interest should contact Dot Ferguson, Lochaber Wards Manager, Highland Council on either 01397 707231 or by e-mail on dot.ferguson@highland.gov.uk for more information and application form.  Formal applications should be received by Thursday 26 June.
- ends –

For further information contact Dot Ferguson, Lochaber Wards Manager on 01397 707231
Notes to Editors:  
The Lochaber Partnership is Lochaber’s community planning partnership and comprises the following organisations:
	The Highland Council
	Association of Lochaber Community Councils

	Highlands and Islands Enterprise
	Voluntary Action Lochaber

	Scottish Natural Heritage
	Lochaber Housing Association

	Forestry Commission
	Lochaber Trades Council

	NHS Highland
	Fort William and District Chamber of Commerce

	Northern Constabulary
	Mallaig and District Chamber of Commerce

	Job Centre Plus
	British Waterways Board

	Highlands and Islands Fire Brigade
	Lochaber College

	Scottish Water
	

	Visit Scotland
	

	Scottish Environmental Protection Agency
	

	HM Coastguard
	

	Careers Scotland (presumably now SDS)
	


LEADER (Liaison Entre Actions de Développement de l'Economie Rurale) is a bottom-up method of delivering support for rural development through implementing a local rural development strategy.  Support will be aimed primarily at small-scale, community driven projects that are pilot and innovative in nature. The objectives of LEADER are to increase the capacity of local rural community and business networks, to build knowledge and skills, to encourage innovation and co-operation to enable local development.
